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Train up a@ child ia the way wherein he fhould go, and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it 


I. E muft not imagine, that thefe words are 
to be underftood fm an abfolute fenfe, as it 
no child that had been trained up in the way wherein 
ne fhould go, had ever departed fromrit. Matter ef fact 
will by no means agree with this. So farfrom it, that 
ituhas beem a common obfervation, Some of the beft 
parents have had the worft children. It is-true, this 
might fomctimes be the cafe, becaufe good men have 
not always a good underflanding. And without this it 
is hardly to be expected, that they will know how to 
train up their children. Befides, thofe who are in other 
refpeéts geod men, have often too much eafinefs ef 
temper: fo that they go no farther in reftraining their 
children from evil, than old E/i did, when he faid ee 
tly, Nay, my fons, the report I Baar of you is not good. 
This then is no contradiétioa to the aflertion ; for their 
— are not trained up in the way whercin ‘they Douted 
. But it mult be acknowledged, fome have been train- 
ed up therein with all pofiible care and diligence ; and 
yet before they were old, yea, in theftrength of their 
years, they did utterly depart from it. 
2. The words then mutt be underftood with fome i- 
mitation, and then-they contain am unquetlicnabie truth, 
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It is a general, though not an univerfal promife, and 

many have found the happy accomplifhment of it. As 
this is the moft probable method for making their chil- 
dren pious, which any parents can take, fo it generally, 
although not always, meets with the defired fuccefs. 
‘The God of their fathers is with their children: he 
blefles their endeavours: and they have the fatisfaétion 
of leaving their religion, as well as their worldly fub- 
ftance, to thofe that defcend from them. 

. But what is the way wherein a child /hould go? Ang 
how fhall we train them up therein? The ground of this 
is admirably well laid down by Mr. Law, in his * Se- 
rious Call to a devout Life.” Part of his words are,— 

“« Had we continued perfect, as God created the firft 
man, perhaps the perfection of our nature had been a 
fufficient felf-inftructor for every one. But as ficknefs 
and difeafes have created the neceflity of medicines and 
phyficians, fo the diforders of our rational nature have 
introduced the neceflity of education and tutors. 

“¢ And as the only end of the phyfician is to reftore 
nature to its own flate, fo the only end of education 
is to reftore our rational nature to its proper flate. Edu- 
cation, therefore, is to be confidered, as reafon bor- 
rowed at fecond-hand, which is, as far as it can, to fup- 
ply the lofs of original perfection. And as phyfic may 
juttly be called the art of reftoring health, fo educati- 
on thould be confidered in no other light, than as the 
art of recovering to man his rational perfection. 

‘ This was the end purfued by the youths that at- 
tended upon Pythagoras, Socrates, and Plato. Their 
every day leflons and inftructions were fo many lec- 
turcs upon the nature of man, his true end, and the 
right ule of his faculties: upon the immortality of the 
foul, its relation to God; the agreeablenefs of virtue 
to the divine nature; upon the neceflity of temperance, 
juftice, mercy, and truth, and the folly of indulging our 
paflions. 

“* Now as chriftianity has, as it were, new created the 
moral and religious world, and fet every thing that is 
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reafonable, wife, holy, and defirable, in its true point 
of light: fo one would expeé& that the education of 
children fhould be as much mended by chriltianity, as 
the doétrines of religion are. 

“ As it has introduced a new ftate of things, and fo 
fully informed us of the nature of man and the end of 
his creation: as it has fixed all our goods and evils, 
taught us the means of purifying our fouls, of pleafing 
God and being happy eternally: one might naturally 
fappofe that every chriftian country abounded with 
{chools, not only for teaching a few queftions and an- 
fwers of a catechifm, but for the forming, training and 
practifing children in fuch a courfe of life, as the fubli- 
meft dottrines of chriftianity require. 

“An education under Pythagoras or Socrates had no 
other end but to teach children, to think, judge, and act 
as Pythagoras and. Socrates ufed. 

*“« And is it not reafonable to fuppofe that a chriftian 
educatiomfhould have no other end, but to teach them 
how to think and judge and act according to the firic- 
eft rules of chriftianity ? 

** At leaft one would fuppofe, that in all chriftian 
fchools the teaching them to begin their lives in the f{pirit 
of chriftianity, in fuch abitinence, humility, fobriety 
and devotion as chriftianity requires, fhould not only be 
more, but a handred times more re; garded than any or 

all things elfe. 

‘“¢ For thofe that educate us fhould imitate our guardi- 
an angels, fuggeft nothing to our minds, but what is wite 
and holy ; help us to difcover every falfe judgment of 
our minds, and to fubdue every wrong paflion of our 
hearts. 

** And it is as reafonable to expe& and require all 
this benefit from a chriftian education, as to require 
that phyfic fhould ftrengthen all that is right in our na- 
ture, and remove al! our difeafes.”’ 

4. Let it be carefully remembered all this time, That 
God, not man, is the phyfician of fouls: that it is He 
and none elle, who giveth medicine to heal our natiira 
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fickno/s: that all the help cihich is done upon earib, he 
doth it himfelf: that none of all the children of men is - 
able to bring a clean thing out of an unclean: and in a 
word, that it is God who worketh in us, both to will and 
10 do of bis good pleafurc. But it is generally his pleafure 
to work by his creatures: to help man by man. He 
honors men to be, in this fén'e, werkers together wiih 
him. Yy this means the reward is ours, while the glory 
redounds to him. 

5» This being premifed, it order to fee diitindly, 
What is the way wherein we fhould train up a child, 
let us confider, What are the difeafes of his nature? 
What are thofe fpiritual difeafes, which every one that 
is born of a woman, brings with him into the world? 

Is not the firft of thele Arheijm? After all that has 
been fo plaufibly written concerning ** the innate idea 
of God :”’ after all that has been faid, of its being com- 
mon to ail men, im all ages and nations: it does not 
appear, that man has naturally any more idea of God, 
than any of the beatts of the field; he has no knowledge 
of God at all; no fear of God at all; neitheris God in 
ali his thoughts. Whatever change may afterwards be 
wrought (whether by the grace of God, or by his own 
reflection, or by education) he is by nature a mere A- 
theilt. 

6. Indeed it may be faid, that every man is by nature, 
as it were, his own god. He worthips himfelf.. He is, 
in his own conception, abfolute Lord of himfelf.. Dry- 
den’s hero fpeaks only according to nature, when he 
jays, ‘ Myfelf am king of me. He feeks himfelf in 
all things. He pleafes himfel!. -And why not? Who 
3s Lord over him? His own will is his only law : he does 
this or that, becaufe it is his good pleafure. In the 
fame {pirit as the fon of the morning faid of old ume— 
I will ft upon the fides tf the north, he fays “ I will do 
thus or thus.%:cAnd dos we net find fenfible men on 
every fide, who-are of the felf-fame fpirit? who, if afk- 
ed, “ Why did you do this ?”” will readily aniwer, 

: Becaufe I had @ mind to it.” ; 
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». Aivother evil difeafe which every human foul brings 
into the world with him, is Pride ; a continua! prone- 
nefs to think of himfelf more highly than he ought to 
think... Every man can difcern more or lefs of this dif- 

eafe, in every one,but himfelf. And indeed, if he 
could difcern it in himfelf, it would fubfiit no ars : 
for he would then in confequence think of himfelf, juft 
as he ought to think. 

8. The next difeafe, natural to every human foul, 
bern with every man, is Love of the world. Every man 
is by nature a lover of the creature, inftead of the Cre- 
ator: a lover of pleafure, in every kind, more than @ 
lover of Ged.» Heis a flave to foolith and hurtful defires, 
in one kind or another; either to the defire of the fle/h, 


ihe defire of the eyes, or the pride of life. The deprre of 


the fiefh-is, a propenfity to feek Sappinefs in what erati- 
fles ne or more of the outward fenfes. The defire of 
“r eyes 18, a propenfity to feek happinefs in what grati 
*s the internal fenfe, the imaginatien, either by things 
rrr or new, or beautiful. “The pric de of life ivems te 
mean, a propemfity to feek happinefs in what gratifies 
the fenfe of honour. To this head is ufually referred, 
the love of money, one of the bafett patlions that can have 
place in the human heart. But it may be doubted, 
whether this be not an acquired, rather than a natural, 
wre 
. Whether this be a natural Qieate or not, it 1s cere 
aia, Anger is. ‘Lhe ancient philofopher defines it, ** A 
fenfe of injury received, with a defire of revenge.” 
Now, was there ever any one born of a woman, whe 
did not labour under this? Indeed, like other difeafes 
of the mind, it is far more violent in fome than in 
thers. But it is furor brevis, as the pret fpeaks : it 1s 
a pst though fhort madnefs wherever it is. 


. A deviation from Trurh is equally natural to all 
\ the children of men. One faid in his hafte, Al mea 
: are fiars: but we m ci upon coal refieQtion, Al 
; natural men wiil, upo: a clofe temptation, vary trom, 


or difguife; the truth. If they do not offend azaintt 
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veracity, if they do not fay what is falfe, yet they fre- 
quently offend againft /jmplicity. They ufe art: they 
hang out falfe colours; they prattife either fimulation 
or diflimulation. So that you cannot truly fay of any 
perfon living, till grace has altered nature, Behold an 
Ifraelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 

11. Every one is likewife prone by nature, to fpeak 
or act contrary to Fufice. This is another of the dif- 
eafes which we bring with us into the world. All hu- 
man creatures are naturally partial to themfelves, and 
when opportunity offers, have more regard to their own 
intereft or pleafure, than ftrict juftice allows. Neither 
is any man by nature merciful, as our heavenly Father 
is merciful: but all more or lefs tranfgrefs that glori- 
ous rule of mercy as well as juftice, Whatfoever ye would 
that men fbould do unto’ you, the fame do unto them. 

12. Now if thefe are the general difeafes of human 
nature, is it not the great end of education to cure 
them? And is it not the part of all thofe to whom God 
has entrufted the education of children, to take all 

offible care, firft, not to increafe, not to feed any of 
thefe difeafes (as the generality of parents conftantly 
do) and next, to ufe every poflible means of healing 
them? 

13. To come to particulars. What can parents do, 
and mothers more efpecially, to whofe care our children 
are neceflarily committed in their tender years, with re- 
gard to the Atheifm that is natural to all the children of 
men? How is this fed by the generality of parents, 
even thofe that love, or at leatft fear, God. while in 
{pending hours, perhaps days with their children, they 
hardly name the name of God? Meantime, they talk 
of a thoufand other things in the world that is round 
about them. Will not then the things of the prefent 
world, which furround thefe children on every fide, na- 
turally take up their thougitts; and fet God at a greater 
diftance from them (if that be poffible) than he was be- 
fore? Do not parents feed the atheifm of their children 
farther, by afcribing* the works of creation to naiure? 
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Does. not the common. way of talking about nature, 
leave God quite out of the queftion? Do they not feed 
this difeafe, whenever they talk in the hearing of their 
children, of any thing Aappening fo or fo? Of things 
coming by chance? Of good or ill fortune? As allo 
when they afcribe this or that event, to the wifdom or 
power of men: or indeed to any other fecond caufes, 
as if thefe governed the world? Yea, do they not feed 
it unawares, while they are talking of their own wif- 
dom or goodnefs, or power to do this or that, without 
exprefsly mentioning, that all thefe are the pin of God? 
All this tends to confirm the Atheifm of their chil- 


dren, and to keep God out of their thoughts. 

14. But we are by no means clear of their blood, if 
we only go thus far, if we barely do not feed their dif- 
eafe. What can be done to cure it? From the firft 
dawn of reafon continually inculcate, God is in this 
and every place. God made you, and me, and the 
earth, and the fun, and the moon, and every thing. 


And every thing is his: heaven and earth, and all that 
is therein. God orders all things: he makes the fun 
fhine, and the wind blow, and the trees bear fruit. 
Nothing comes by chance: that is a filly word: there 
is no fuch thing as chance. As God made the world, 
fo he governs the world, and-every thing that is in it. 
Not fo much as a fparrow falls to the ground, without 
the will of God. And as he governs all things, fo he 
governs all men, good and bad, little and great. He 
gives them all the power and wifdom they have. And 
he over-rules all. He gives us all the goodnefs we 
have: every good thought, and word, and work are 
from him. Without him we can neither think any 
thing right, nor do any thing right. Thus it is, we are 
to inculcate upon them, That God is ail in all. 

15. ‘hus may we counter-act, and by the grace of 
God ailifting us, gradually cure the natural Atheifin of 
our children. But what can we do to cure their /e/f- 
will? It is equally rooted in their nature, and is in- 
deed the original idolatry, which is not confined to one 








age or country, but is common to all the nations un. 
der i heaven. ‘And how few parents are to be found, 
even among chriflians, even among them that truly 
fear Got, who are not guilty in this matter? Who do 
not continually feed and inereafe this grievous diftem. 
per in their childyen? To let them have their own will 
dees this molt cifectually. To let them take their own 
way, ts the fure method of increafing their felf-wil fe. 
venfold. But who has the refolution to do otherwile? 
One parent in a hundred? Who can be fo fingular, fo 
cruel, 23 not more or lef to Awmcur her child : > And 
why thould you not? What i harm can there be im this, 
which every body does?’ The harm is, that it ftrength- 
ens their will more and more, till it will neither a 
to God nor man. Yo humour children is, as far as in 
us lies, +s make their difeafe incurable. A wife parent, 
en ihe other hand, fhould begin to break their will, 
the frit moment it appears. la the whole art of chrif- 
tian education there is nothing more important than 
thir. The will of the parent is to a little child in the 
place of the will of God. ‘Therefore ftudioufly teach 
them to fubmit to this while they are children, that 
they may be ready to fubmit to his will, when they are 
men. But in order to carry this point, you will need 
incredible f firmne’s and refolution. For after you have 
once begun, you muft never more give way. You 
mut held on ftiil.im an even courfe: you muil never 
imtermit your attention for one hour; otherwife you 
lofe vour labour. 
16. If you are not willing to lofe all the labour you 
ave been at, to break the will of your child, to bring 
his will into fubje@tion to yours, that it may be after- 
ward fubje&t to the will of God, there is one advice, 
which, though litde known, fhould be particularly at- 
tended to, It may feem a fmail circumftance : but it 
of more confequence than one can eafily imagine. It 
Is ma v3 never, on any account, give a child any thing 
it cries for. For it is a true obfervation (aad you 
> experiment as often as you pleafe) Ii 
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you give a child what he cries for, you pay dim for cry- 
ing: and then he will certainly cry again. ‘* But if I 
do not give it him when he cries, he will fcream all 
day long.” If he does, it is your own fault; for it is 
in your power, effectually to prevent it. For no mo- 
ther need fuffer a child to ery aloud after it is a year 
old. “* Why, it is.impoflible to hinder it.” So many 
{uppofe ; but it is an entire miftake. I am a witnefs of 
the direct contrary ; and fo are many others. My own 
mother had ten children; each of whom had fpirit e- 
nough; yet not one of them was ever heard to cry 
aloud, after it was a year old. A gentlewoman of 
Sheffield (f{everal of whofe children I fuppofe are alive 
ftill) affured me, fhe had the fame fuccefs, with regard 
to her eight children. When fome were objecting to 
the poflibility of thi8, Mr. Barfon Greenwood (well 
known in the North of England) replied, * This can- 
not be impoffible: I have had the proof of it in my 
own family. Nay, of more than this. I had fix chil- 
dren by my former wife. And fhe fuffered none of 
them to cry aloud, after they were ten months old. 
And yet none of their fpirits were fo broken, as to un- 
fit them for any of the offices of life.”” This therefore 
may be done by any woman of fenfe, who may there- 
by fave herfelf abundance of trouble, and prevent that 
difagreeable noife, the fquawling of young children, 
from being heard under her roof. But I allow, none 
but*a woman of fenfe, will be able to effe&t this: Yea, 
and a woman of fuch patience and refolution, as only 
the grace of God can give. However, this is doubtlefs 
the more excellent way: and fhe that is able to receive 
it, let her receive it! 

It is hard to fay, whether felf-will or pride be the more 
fatal diftemper. It was chiefly pride that threw down jo 
many of the ftars of heaven, and turned angels into 
devils. But what can parents do, in order to check 
this until it can be radically cured ? 

Firft, beware of adding fuel. to- the flame, of feeds 
ing the difeafe which vou fhould cure. Aimoit all pa- 
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rents are guilty of doing this by praifing their children 
to their face. If you are fenfible of the folly and cru- 
elty of this, fee that you facredly abftain from it. And 
im fpite of either fear or complaifance, go one ftep far- 
ther. Not only do not encourage, but do not fuf- 
fer others, to do what you dare not do yourfelf. How 
few parents are fufficiently aware of this? Or at leaft 
fufficiently refolute to practife it? To check every one 
at the firft word, that would praife them before their 
face. Even thefe who would not on any account “ fit 
attentive to their own applaufe,’”’ neverthelefs do not 
feruple to fit attentive to the applaufe of their children? 
Yea, and that to their face! O confider! Is not this 
the fpreading a net for their feet? Is it not a grievous 
incentive to pride, even if they are praifed, for what 
is truly praife-worthy? Is it not doubly hurtful, if they 
are praifed for things not truly praife-worthy? Things 
of an indifferent nature, as fenfe, good breeding, beau- 
ty, eleganee of apparel! This is liable not only to hurt 


the heart, but the oman | alfo: It has a mani- 


feft and direat tendency, to infufe pride and folly to- 
gether: to pervert both their tafte and judgment, teach- 
ing them to value what is dung and drofs in the fight 
of. God, 

18. If on the contrary, you defire, without lofs of 
time to ftrike et the root of their pride, teach’ your 
children, as foon a E pomely you can, that they are fal- 
len {pirits; that they are fallen fhort of that glorious 
image of God, wherein they were at firft created ; that 
they are not now, 23 they -were once, incorruptible 
pictures of the God of glory; bearing the exprefs like- 
nefs of the Wife, the Good, the Ho ly Father of fpirits; 
but more ignorant, more footity, anid more wicked, 
than they can pofibly conceive. Shew them, that in 
pride, patlion, and revenge, they ; are now like the devil. 
And that in feolifh defires and grovelling appetites, 
they are like the beafts of the field, and watch over 
them diligently in this refpe@, that whenever occafion 
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offers; you may “‘ Pride in its earlieft motions find,’ 
and check the very firft appearance of it. 

if you afk, ‘* But how fhall I encourage them when 
they do ea if I am never to commend them ?’’ I an- 
fwer, I did not affirm this: I did not fay, “ You are 
never to commend them.” I know, many writers affert 
this, and writers of eminent piety. They fay, To com- 
mend man, is to rob God, and therefore condemn it 
altogether. But what fay the feriptures ? Lread there, 
that our Lord himfelf frequently commended his owa 
difciples; and the eredt apoftle f{cruples not to com- 
mend the Corinthians, Philippians, and divers others 
to whom he writes. We may not therefore condemn 
this altogether. But I fay, ufe it exceeding fparincly. 
And when you ule it, let it be with the utmo!t caction, 


directing them at the fame moment, to look » all 
they have as the free gift of God, and with tle d= D- 
eft felf-abafement to fay, Not unto us! Not unto ws out 


unto thy name give the praife ! 

1g. Next to felf-will and pride, the moft fatal Citex' 
with which we are born is, Love of the World. But how 
ftudioufly do the generality of parents cherifh this in 
its feveral branches? They cherith the de ofire of the ficha, 
that is, the tendency to feek happinefs in pleafing the 
outward fenfes, by itudying to * enlarge the pleafure 
of tafting in their children to the uttermoft :” not only 
giving them before they are weaned other things befide 
mibk, the natural food of children, but giving them 
both before and after, any fort of meat or drink that 
they will take. Yea, they entice them long before na- 
ture requires it, to take wine, or ftrong drink; and 
pro oyide them with comfits, ginger-bread, raifins, 2 and 
whatever fruit they havea mindto. They feed in them 
ine defire of the eyes, the propenfity to feck happinefs in 
pleafing the imagination, by giving them pretty play 
things, “glittering toys, fhining buckles or buttons, fine 
clothes, red fhoes, laced hats, needlefs ornaments, as 
ribbons, necklaces, rufiles: yea, and by propofing any 
of thefe as rewards for doing their duty, which is ftamp- 
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ing a great value upon them. With equal care and at- 
tention they cherifh in them the third branch of the love 
of the world, the pride of life, the propenfity to feek 
their happinefs in the honouz that cometh of men. Nor is 
the love of money forgotten: many an exhortation do 
they hear, on “ fecuring the main chance ;’’? many a 
lecture exactly agreeing with that of the old heathen, 


Si polis, reBe; fi non, guocungue modo rent. 
Get money honeftly if you can; but if not; get money. 


And they are carefully taught, to look on riches and 
-honour as the reward of all their labours. 
~. 20. In dire& oppofition to all this, a wife and truly 
kind parent, will take the utmoft care, not to cherifh 
in her children the defire of the flefh, their na- 
tural propenfity to feck happinefs in gratifying the 
outward fenfe. With this view fhe will fuffer them to 
tafte no food but milk till they are weaned: (which a 
thoufand experiments thew is moft fafely and eafily done 
at the end of the feventh-month.) And then accuftom 
them to the moft fimple food, chiefly of vegetables. She 
may innure them to tafte only one food, befide bread, 
at dinner, and conftantly to breakfaft and fup on milk, 
either cold or heated; but not boiled. She may ule 
them to fit by her at meals and afk for nothing, but take 
what ig given them. She need never, till they are at 
Jeaft nine or ten years old, let them know the tafte of 
tea, or ufe any other drink at meals, but water or fmall 
beer. And they will never defire to tafte either meat or 
drink between meals, if not accuftomed thereto. If 
fruit, comfits, or any thing of the kind be given them, 
let them not touch it but at meals. And never propofe 
any of thefe as a reward ; but teach them to look high- 
er than this. | 

But herein a difficulty will arife, which it will need 
much refolution to conquer. Your fervants who will not 
anderftand your plan, will be continually giving little 
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things to your children, and thereby undoing all your 
work. This you mutt prevent, if poflible, by warning 
them when they firft come into your houfe, and repeat- 
ing the warning from time to time. If they wil/do it 
notwithftanding, yau muft turn them away. Better lofe 
a good fervant than fpoil a good child. 

Poflibly you may have another difficulty to encounter, 
and one of a {till more trying nature. Your mother, 
or your hufbands mother, may live with you ; and yeu 
will do well to fhew her all poffible refpect. But let her 
on no account have the leaft fhare in the management 
of your children. She would undo all that you had 
done: fhe would give them their own will in allthings. 
She would humour them to the deftruction of their fouls 
if not of their bodies too. In fourfcore years I have 
not met with one woman that knew how-to manage 
grand-children. My own mother who governed her 
children fo well, could never govern one grand-child. 
In every other point obey your mother. Give up your 
will to hers. But with regard to the management of 


your children, fteadily keep the reins in your own 


hands. 

21. A wife and kind parent will be equally cautious, 
of feeding the defire of the eyes in her children. She will 
give them no pretty play things, no glittering toys, fhin- 
ing buckles or buttons, fine or gay clothes : no needlefs 
ornaments of any kind; nothing that can attract the 
eye. Nor will the fuffer any other perfon to give them 
what fhe will not give them herfelf. Any thing of the 
kind that is affered, may be either civilly refufed, or 
received and laid by. If they are difpleafed at this, you 
cannot help it. Complaifance, yea, and temporal in- 
tert, muft needs be fet afide, when the eternal inte- 


tefts of your children are at ftake. 


Your pains will be well requited, if you can infpire 
them early, with a contempt of all finery ; and on the 
other hand, with a love and efteem, for neat plainnefs 
of drefs. Teaching them to affociate the ideas of plain- 
nefs and modefty: and thofe of a fine and a loofe wo- 
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man. Likevife inftil into them as early as poflible a 
fear atid contempt of pomp and grandeur, an abhor- 
rénce and dread of the love of money, and a deep con- 
viction, that riches cannot give happinefs. Wean them 
therefore from all thefe falle ends: habituate them to 
make God their end in all things, and innure them in 
all they do, to aim at knowing, loving, and ferving 
God. | 

‘22. Apain, The generality of parents feed anger in 
their children, yea the worft part of it, that is, revenge. 
The filly mother fays, “ What hurt my child! Give 
meé a blow for it.” What horrid work is this? Will 
not the old mu"derer teach them this leffon faft enough? 
Let the chriftien parent {pare no pains, to teach them 


ju the contrary. Remind them of the words of our 


bleffed Lord, It was faid of old, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for @ tooth. Dut I fay ante you, that ye refifé not evil. 
Not by returning evil for evil. Rather than this, fa man 
rake Gewdy thy cloak, let him take thy coat aifos Remind 
them of the words of the great apoftle, Dearly beloved, 
Avenge not yourfelves. For it is writtea, Vengeance iz 
mine: I will repay, faith the Lord. 

#3. The generality of parents feed and increafe the 
natural falfebood of their children. How often may we 
heat that fenfelefs word? “No, it was not yeu; it was 
not my child that did it: fay, it was the cat.””. What 
amazing folly is this? Do’ you feel no remotfe, while 
you are puttifig a lic in the mouth of your child, b: 
it can fpeak plain? And do not you think, it will raak 
good proficiency, when it comes to years of dietetics 
Others teach them both diffimulatioh. and |ving, by 
their unreafonable feveriry: and yet otivers, by, ad- 
miring and applauding their ingenious “lies and fun- 
ning tricks. Let the wife parent on the contrary, teach 
them to pit dway all tring, and both in litle things 
and ‘great, in jet cr carnett, {peak the’ very truth from 
their heart. ‘Teach them that the author of all falfe- 
hood is the deti!, who és a Har, and the father of it. 
‘Teach them to abhor and defpiie, not only all jying, 
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but all equwivocating, all cunning and. diflimulation, 
Ufe every means to give them a love of truth: of ve- 
racity, fincerity and fimplicity, and of opennefs both 
of fpirit and behaviour. | 

24. Molt parents increafe the natural tendency to 
injuftice in their children, by conniving at their wrong- 
ing each other, if not laughing at, or even applauding 
their witty contrivances <9 cheat one another. Beware 
of every thing of this kind: and from their very in- 
fancy, fow the feeds of jultice in their hearts; and train 
them up in the exacteft practice of it. If poffible, teach 
them the ‘love ot, juftice, and that in the leaft things, 
as well as the greateft. Imprefs upon their minds t 
old proverb, ** He that will fteal a penny will fteal a 
pound.”” Habituate them to render unto all their due, 
even to the uttermoft farthing. 

25. Many parents connive, likewife, at the [//-naturé 
of their children, and thereby ftrengthen,it. But tru- 
ly affeétionate parents will not indulge tW€m in any 
kind or degree of Unmercifulnefs. They will not fuffer 
them to vex their brothers or filters, either by word 
or deed. They will not allow them ‘to hurt or give 
pain to any thing that has life. They will not per- 
mit them to rob birds-nefts, much lefs to kill any 
thing without neceflity: not even f{nakes, which are 
as innocent as worms ; of t@ads, which, notwithftand- 
ing their uglinefs, and the ill name they lie under, 
have been proved, Over and over, to be as harmlefs 
as flies. Let them extend ia its meafure, the rule of 
doing as they would be done by, to every animal 
whatfoever. Ye that are truly kind parents, in the 
morning, in the evening, and all the day befide, prefs 
upon all your children to walk in love, as Chrift loved 
us, and gave bimfelf for us: to mind that one point, 
God is love: and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in 


God and God in him. 
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A foort Account of Mr. Sampson Sranrrortz ; in a 
Letter to the Rev. Mr. Weszer. 


[Continued from page 211. ] 


BOUT this time, Yohn Hyatt and 1, with two 
more, being one night met together at the 
preaching-room, one Richardfon, a failor, who once 
ran well, but had for fome time turned back to folly, 
earneftly defired to meet with us. The more we pray- 
ed for him, the more his forrows ipcreafed ; till his 
cries;were fo loud, they almoft drowned our voices. 
After the reft, I began f© pray a fecond time. He fell 
back, and began beating himfelf againft the floor, fo 
that we could hardly hold him down, I prayed on. 
Suddenly he gave a {pring out of our hands, jumped 
up, clafped his hands, and cried out, ‘* He is come! 
Mec comél Jefus is mine! My foul is happy!” By 
is many of the neighbours burft in, thinking we 
were killing one another. He went home rejoicing in 
the Lord, and in two or three days went to fea. But 
we never heard of him fince. So I truft, he is gone 
to paradife. * 
- In the midft of much outward reproach, I now felt 
many inward conflicts. Iggound the remains of inward 
corruption, and earnefily Tonged to be delivered from 
them. So much the more were ‘evil reports fpread, 
even by good men, who followed not with ws. And | 
always obferved, the more devoted to God we were, , 
the more did the enemy rage. 

The difturbances at the time of preaching were now 
fo great, that I was obliged to apply to a magiftrate. 
But after a few of the rioters were taken up, we had 
peace, and our congregation increafed. I then ap- 
pointed a meeting on Thurfday evenings, wherein | 
read part of one of your fermons. Some of your 
preachers likewife came down from Loudon, and the 
congregations increafed fo that the room could not 
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contain them. I confulted you. You advifed me to get 
a piece of ground and build. 1 immediately opened a 
fubfcription, and having procuréd ground, defired three 
builders to give in their propofats. ‘This was in the 
year 1757- Asfoon as the building was finifhed (which 
with the galleries, coft two hundred and twenty-five 
pounds) I paid the mafter-builder what | could, and 
offered him a note for the reft. He faid, “ No: your 
word is furfficient.” I was alfo in debt to mg meal-men : 
yet I durft not with-hold my hand from the caufe of 
God and the poor: though | ftood alone, not having 
oge to help, or ftand engaged with me. 

It was about fix years before I could difcharge this 
debt ; 1 then gave up the leaf€ to you. 1 had for fome 
time had thoughts of preaching; but they were now 
ftronger than ever. So I gave now and then a few 
words of exhortation, and | was fo engaged herein, 
i could not retreat. Whenever I thought of defifting, 
! was unhappy. | then made it matter of earneft prayer, 
till I durft delay no Jonger, but with riuch fear arid 
trembling, undertook to preach on thofe nights when 
the preachers did not come, though my fear was fo 
great that it fometimes affected my body. For fome 
time I preached ‘at Depiford only ; but on my fignify- 
ing my defires'to you, you accepted me, and gave me 
2 little to do in town. ’ 

My time was now fully employed. I had my own 
bufinefs to mind, together with that of the fociet ty. I 
was preacher, fteward, vifitor of the fick, and leader 
of the bands and claffes. Meantime I had many te- 
proaches, both from others, and from our own peo. 
ple. But God blefled me in all thefe things, and gave 
me to fee fome fruit of my labour. For from time to 
time fome were convinced of fin, and others juftified. 
And, indeed, had it not been for this encouragement, 
' could not have continued to preach. 

In the year 1760, both my labours and my trialsin- 


creafed. 1 was made one of the four conitgbles of our 


parifh; and on Odtober 27th, 1 was fent for te the 
K k 
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bench to be fworn in. Many laughed, and many gazed 
at me as a monfter; but my foul was compofed and 


happy in Ged. When they called me to take the oath, 


I told them, * I cannot in confcience.’? One from the 
bench cried out, “ Fine him twenty pounds, and he 
will fwear any thing.” 1 anfwered him, * No, Sir, 
not for twenty worlds.” After many more words, the 
chairman faid, ** Mr. Steniforth, fhall I make an oath 
for you?” I faid, ‘* Sir, if you pleafe.” He then pro- 
pofed the following, to which I had no objection: 
“© Sampfon Staniforth, of the parith of Greenwich, is by 
us appointed, to ferve the office of conftable for one 
year, in the beft manner he can, according to his own 
way of thinking.” . 

When we were difmiffed, I gave my partners to un- 
derftand, that I fhould be punctual in the execution of 
my office. And one of them being a great fwearer, | 
told him, *“ You muft not fwear before me, as I will 
make you pay for it.”” When the quarter feffions came 
on; the high-conftable fummoned all the conftables in 
the hundred (four and twenty) to meet. When I came 
into the room, one and another cried out, ‘“* No fwear- 
ing now!” After dinner they drank the king’s health, 
which I drank, anda fecond, which 1 drank in water. 
The next man cried with a loud voice, *“* Here is Dr. 
Squintum’s health.” When it came to me, I {topped, and 
he faid, “* What, Mr. Staniforth, will you -not drink 
that health?” I anfwered, “ I pray God to blefs that 
good man, and give him health and length of days.” 
} then left the room. And from that time they left me 
to do juft as I would. This was a trying year, but 
God enabled me to give fatisfaction to the parifh, while 
I found his prefence always with me, and my {oul 


/yproipered much. I was the next year overfeer of the 


poor: but I had three good partners, and paffed thro’ 
the year with great eafe. 

About this time I had a remarkable deliverance. The 
conveniency belonging to my houfe and my neigh- 
bour’s was a*heavy brick building. Juft as I came out 
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of it one day it fell down: had it been a minute foon- 
er, I fhould have been buried in the ruins. 

{t was now the great revival of the work of God be- 
gan. Obierving fome wild-fire mixed with that holy 
and heavenly flame, I endeavoured gently to check it 
both in public and private, exhorting all to keep clofe 
to the written word ; to hold faft whatever was agree- 
able to the Scriptures, and let all the reft go. 

In the year 1764, I was fent for by Mr. M. to his 
houfe. The meflenger told me, He wanted to fpeak 
with me, and I muft come immediately. When I came, 
I found the Grecian bifhop with him, who ordained me 
and three more. But finding it would offend my bre- 
thren, I have never availed myfelf of it to this ona 

God now gave me, what I had fo long defired, 
owe no man any thing: and I went on che cerfullv, 
though not without many temptations, both within and 
without. But I ftili refolved to lay out myfelf, and 
my fubftance for the caufe of God and the good of 
fouls. And he was ftill pleafed to give me fome tokens 
for good, both in preaching and viliting the fick. 

There now came into our neighbourhood one Mr. 2. 
a diflenting minifter, a man of ftr rong fenfe and great 
learning. He applied to me to ferve him with bread. 
He was open and free in his converfation; but of a 
warm temper. He often called upon me, and we com- 
monly got into difpute, particularly about original jin, 

and juttification, in which I alwa ys found great “free dom 

of freeel and enlargement of heart. One night he 

itaved to fupper, and as he declined it, 1 afked a bleff- 

mer, conelitd line, as ufual, with, * for the fake of Jeius 

Cheilt. Obferving he fmiled, " its after fupper, 

Sir, Is it not for or fake, that we receive every blefl- 

°’ his introduced. a warm “ai fou till he rofe 
yin a great rago, and itriking his hand upon the ta 

|, “I expect no more benefit from the blood of 

shrift, than from the blocd of a bull’, From. this 

time we did not converfe together, till hggell fick and 

was vifited. by Mr. Dornford. He atkedaiin, Whether 
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he knew Mr. Staniforth? And begged, he would fend 
me to him. Mr. D. told me, but before he fpoke to me, 
a letter came, defiring me to come immediately. He re- 
ceived me with great “kindnefs. I {poke to him of the 
nature and necell ity of repentance, and fhewed it was 
needful to feel our original corrupuon, as well as our 
actual fins. While I was fpeaking, the tears ran down 
his cheeks, and my foul was much drawn out to God 
for him. I afked, ‘* Shall I go to prayer?’ He faid, 
“¢ By all means: and may God hear your prayer ?”’ 
Afterwards, he faid, ‘* Dear Mr. Staniforth, my time 
is fhort: be with me as much as you can.” This was 
Thurfday. On Friday I went again, both morning 
arid afternoon. I fpoke clofely to him, and repeated 
what he faid at my houfe. He faid, * I thank God 
and you that I fee my error. O pray for me!” On 
Saturday likewife I was with him twice ; and he fel 
more and more the need of a Saviour. I then faid, 
* Chrift muft be equal with the Father, or he cannot 
tone for our fins.”” He anfwered, “ He is: and } 
believe he is able to faye all that come to God through 
him.” We then prayed to Him with joy and confidence, 
and praifed God together. ‘Qn Sunday I was with him 
twice. The fecond time (which was about eight in the 
evening) he faid,»He fhould live but a few hours. | 
atked, ‘* Whatas the ground of your hope of heaven?” 
He replied, “The mercy of God, through the merits 
of my dear Redeemer, and my foul is happy in him.” 
I faid, ‘ Then your fentiments are greatly changed.” 
He faid, “* Yes. Blefled be God for |] his grace, and you 
as his saftrnmient. I now know, there is no way of fal. 
vation but through Jefus Chrift.”” He kiffed my hand, 
and about eight hours afier gave up his foul to Ged. 


[To be comis wed. | 
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22. ANY of the preceding errors are not fiaall;, 
neither are they of little importance. But of 

far greater importance are the accounts he gives us, 
* Concerning heaven and hell.”’ I have now his trea- 
tile on this fubject lying before me: a few extracts: 
from which I fhall lay before the reader. 
“ Many learned chrifiians, when they find themfebves 
after death in a body; in garments, and in houfes, are 
in amazement.” 
And well they may be: fince the feripture gives us 
not the leaft intimation of any fuch thing. : 
“have converfed with all whom I. knew ia the bo- 
dy, after their departure from it: with fome, foz 
months, with fome a year: and with many others, um 
all, I fuppofe a hundred thoufand; many of whom 
were in heaven, aad many ia hell.” 
Perhaps, in a courfe of years, the gentleman of Ar-~ 
gos might fee one hundred thoufand actors. 
‘¢ Spirits are men in human form: and ftill they fee, 
hear, and enjoy their fenfes.”’ 
‘“* When they enter the other world, they retain ths 
fame face and voice that they had before. But after a 
time, thefe are changed, according to their predomi- 
nant affection, into beauty or deformity.” 
‘“* As foon as they arrive, all who were relations, 
friends, or acquaintance before, meet and converfe to- 


gether, having a perfect remembrance 2 other. 
. * 


x 
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But they are foon parted, according to the different 
lives they had led, and no more fee or know one an- 
other.” 

** Arians find no place in heaven, but are gradually 
divefted of the power of thinking right on any fubject. 
At length they either become mutes, or elfe talk fool- 
ifhly, moping about with their arms hanging down be- 
fore them, like paralytics or ideots.”’ 

“¢ When a man dies, he is‘equally in the body as be- 
fore, nor is there to all appearance the leaft difference ; 
only it is a fpiritual body, freed from all the grofinefs 
of matter. So he feems to himfelf to be as he was in 
this world, and knows not as yet that he has pafled 
through death. He poffeffes every outward and inward 
fenfe that he pofleffed before ; and he who took delight 
in ftudying, reads and writes as before. He leaves 
nothing behind him, but his earthly covering : he takes 
with him his memory ; retaining all that he ever heard, 
faw, read, learned, or thought in the world, from his 
infancy to his leaving it.”’ 

Who is able to reconcile this, either with fcripture, 
philofephy, or common fenfe? 

** After death the examining angels infpeét a man’s 
face, and commence their inqueft; which begins at 
the fingers of each hand, and is from thence continued 
throughout the whole body.” 

Was ever fo odd a thing imagined, as this examin- 
ing of {pirits from the fingers’ ends? 

23. ** The new comers are tried by good fpirits. 
They are known from turning themfelves frequently to 
certain points of the compafs, and from taking the 
ways that lead thereto, when they are left alone.” 

«* Men eminently holy are taken to heaven immedi- 
ately after death, and men eminently wicked, caft into 
hell. But moft fpirits go through three ftates, before 
they enter either hell or heaven.” 

“ In the firft, men do not know that they are dead. 
This may cOmtinue a weck, a month, a year. Men and 
their wiveaiabtigonly continue together a longer ot 
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fhorter time, according as they agreed in this world, 
But if they had lived” im variance, they ulually break 
into ftrife and quarrelling, even unto fighting. Yet 
they are not totally feparated, till they enter their fe- 
cond ftate.” 

«“ The fecond ftate is their inferior ftate, in which both 
the good and bad, being {tripped of all difguife and all 
felf-deceit, fee and thew what {pirit they are of.” 

« The third ftate is a ftate of inftru¢tion for them to 

o to heaven.” 

‘“« But few fpirits go to heaven, till they have under- 
gone vaftation. This is performed in fubterraneous plac- 
es, where fome pafs through very painful difcipline. Here 
they are divefted of all earthly affections, without which 
admiflion into heaven would be attended with danger. 
The region appointed for vaftation is under the feet, 
and furrounded with infernals. Evil fpirits are employ- 
ed in the vaftations of the good.” 

Then the wicked do not ceafe from troubling, neither 
are ibe weary at reft! 

How exceedingly {mall is the difference, between the 
Romifh and the myttic purgatory ! ? 

24. “ Spirits that defire to go to heaven, are told, 
that "God denies entrance into heaven to no one; and 
if they defire it, they may ‘be admitted into it and ftay’ 
there. Some of them accordingly were admitted. But 
no fooner did they enter, than they were {truck with 
the influx of the heavenly light, and feized with fuch a 
heart-felt agony, that they were racked with infernal 
pains, and being mad with anguifh, caft themfelves 
down headlong.” 

‘*‘ Sometimes hypocrites infinuate themfelves into 
heaven. But they prefently feel an inward anguifh, on 
which they caft themfelyes headlong into hell among 
their fellows.” 

But how did they pafs the great gulph? Is it filled 
up fince the time of Dives and Lazarus? 

25. Let us now confider what acccunt the Baron 
gives of the inhabitants of heaven. 
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** God fometimes appéars in heaven in an angelica 

form, but commonly as a furs not horizontally or ver. 
tically, but before the face of the ‘angels, in a middle 
attitude. He appears in two places, tm one before the 
right eye, in the other before the left eye. Before the 
right, he appears as a perfect fun ; ‘before the left, as a 
bright moon, of the fame fize with our-‘moon, end fur. 
rounded with many leffer moons.” 
’. How agrees this poor, low, childifh account, with 
that grand one of the apoftles, Who dwelleth in the hight 
which no man can approach, zohom no man hath feen, or 
éan fee, x Tim. vi. 6. No nor men. Angels as the Baron 
calls them. 

** There is nét an angel in heaven that was created 
fuch, nor a devil, thef was Onte a good angel: but all 
the anvels atid all the devils were formerly men upon 

earth. 3? 

This grand pofition of the Baron which ruins all his 
works, That © all angels and devils weré once men,” 
without which his whole hypothefis falls te the ground, 
is palpably conttary to feripture. We readin the 28th 
chapter of Job, When I laid the foundations of the earth, 
éhe morning Sears fang together, and all ‘the fons of God 
thouted for. joy. But men was not vet created. There. 
¥ore thefe fons of God were not, nor ever had been 
men. 

On the other hand, we read, 2 Cor. xi. 3, The /er- 
pent, that is, the devil, beguiled Eve through his fubtiliy. 
But this devil could not have been 2 man: for Abel, 
whe firft man that died, was not vet born. 

“The angels are of’ both fexes, and there is marri- 
age in heaven as well as on earth. Their beatitudes of 
fniritual conjugal love may be reckoned up to many 
thoufands How is this confiftent with our Lord’s 

drds, In the refurredtion they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven? 
Matt. xxii. 30. 

«<The angels are not always in the fame ftate, with 

regard to love and wifdom. Sometimes their love is 
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intenfe, fometimes not. When it .is loweft, they ma 
be faid te be in the fhade and in the cold, as ther 
brightnefs is obfcured, and their {tate unjoyous. They 
are eclipfed and in a joylefs {tate ; otherwife they would 
be carried away by felf-love.”” 

What can the angels in heaven be “ carried away by 
tlf-love!” Then they may drop into hell. 

“‘ The angels of the higheft heaven are naked, be- 
caufe they are in perfect innocence.”” (I thought all the 
angels had been in perfect innocence!) “* The next in 
flamed-coloured robes, the lower in white.’’ 

“‘ The angels of an inferior heaven cannot converfe 
with thofe of the fuperior: Neither can they fee them 
when they look up, their heaven being veiled as it were, 
with a dark mift. Nor can the fuperior angels converfe 
with them, without being deprived of their wifdom. 

“ Divine influx paffes from God to man through his 
forehead: from the lower angels, all round from his 
forehead and temples; from the higheft angels through 
the back part of his head.”’ | 

26. It would be tedious to point out the particular 
oddities and abfurdities in the preceding account. It 
may fuffice to remark in general, that it contains no- 
thing fublime, nothing he ae the dignity of the fub- 
jet. Moft of the images are low and mean, and earth- 
ly, not raifing, but a the mind of the reader: 
reprefenting the very angels of God in fuch a light, 
as might-move us not to worfhip, but defpife them. 
And there is a groffnefs and coarfenefs im his whole de- 
feription of the invifible world, which I am afraid will 


exceedingly tend to confirm rational infidels in a total 
difhelief of it. 


[ To be continued. } 
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An Extrad from A Surver of the Wrspom of Gop ii: 
the CREATION. 


[Continued from page 221. ] 


On RESPIRATION. 


ESPIR ATION is performed by receiving the air 
into the lungs, and breathing it out alternately. 
In the former, the cavity of the breaft is enlarged, by 
the finking of the diaphragm, and the ereétion of the 
xibs, through the force of the mufcles placed between 
them. In the latter, it is contracted, the diaphragm 
tifing and the ribs falling again. Whenever the cavity 
of the breaft is enlarged, the air, by its weight, natu- 
@ally prefles into it, and mixing with the blood in the 
veficles of the lungs, makes it more fluid, globular, 
.and fit for motion. Air is likewife abfolutely neceffary 
in the body, to counter-act the preflure of the outward 
-air. 
But if the blood in the lungs of a foetus has not the 
advantage of refpiration, it receives a portion of air, 
tranimitted with its mother’s blood by the umbilical 
veflels, to be diffufed through the body. ‘This is quite 
neceflary, as appears hence: tie the navel {tring very 
tight, and the child dics, like a man {trangled. 

One ufe 4 refpiration is, to pufh the blood from 
the right to Me left ventricle of the heart. Hence itis 
that perfons ftrangled fo fuddenly die, becaufe, with 
reipiration, the circulation of the blood ceafes. And 
this is the true caufe of the diaftole of the heart: the 
weight of the incumbent atmofphere, being the true 
antagonift to all the muicles, that ferve both for infpi- 
ration and the contraction of the heart. As in the ele- 
vation of the ribs, a paflage is opened for the blood 
into the lungs, fo in the depreffion thereof, by the fub- 
fiding of the lungs and compreffion of the blood-veffels 
thereby, the blood is driven through the pulmonary 
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yein, into the left ventricle of the heart. And this, to- 
gether with the general compreffion of the body, b 
the weight of the atmofphere, is that power whic 
caufes the blood to mount in the veins, when the force 
imprefled on it by the heart is nearly fpent, and which 
forces the heart itfelf from it natural {tate of contratti- 
on, to that of dilation. 

When in an ordinary expiration, the preflure on the 
larynx is two ounces, the preflure on the whole inter- 
nal fubftance of the lungs, is 14412 pounds. So valk 
is the extent of the furface of the veficles, on which it 
was neceflary the blood fhould be fpread in the fineit 
capillary veliels, that each globule of blood might as 
it were, immediately receive the whole force of the air, 
and thereby be broken into fmaller parts, fit for fecre- 
tion and circulation. 

And hence we fee the reafon for the ftru€ture of the 
Jungs. For fince all the blood is to pafs through them, 
in order to receive the effect of the air, and that this 
could not be done, unlefs it were diffufed in very {mall 
veflels : it was neceflary the furface on which they were 
to be fpread, fhould be proportioned to their number. 
And this is admirably well provided for, by the fabric 
of the lungs. 

If the diameter of the trachea at the time of every 
expiration were the fame in all, and the weight of the 
air always equal, the preflure on the lungs would b 
always the fame. But as the difference between igg leaft 
and greateft gravity, is no lefs than a téath part Of the 
whole, that preflure is likewife greater by a tenth part 
at fome times than it is at others. 

This is a difference which the afthmatic muft fenfibly 
feel ; efpecially as they breathe thicker, that is, every 
expiration is performed in lefs time. In truth, theie 
teel a difference in the air, upon the greateft rife and 
fall of the barometer, equal to above one third of its 
preflure in ordinary breathing. 7 

The alternate dilation and contraction of the thorax 
are fo neceflary to animal life, that there is no anima! 
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life without this, or fomething analogous to it. Fithes 
and infects have no dilatable' thorax. But fifhes have 

ills, which receive and expel the water alternately, 
whereby the biood-veffels fuffer thé fame alterations of 
dimenfion as thofe in our lungs do. And infeéts have 
air-veffels diftributed through the whole trunk of their 
bodies. By thefe they communicate with the external 
air throwgh fevéral’ vent-holes, to which are faftened 
fo many wind-pipes, which fend branches to all parts, 
and feem to accompany the blood-veffels all over thé 
_ body; as they do im our lungs only. And hereby in 
every infpiration the whole body is dilated, and in eve- 
ry expiration compreffed. — ! 

But may it not be doubted, whether the primary end 
of refpiration be not to fupply the whole animal ma. 
chine with the ethereal fire, a particle of which is con- 
nected with every particle of air?’ Is not this detached 
from it by the attion of the lungs, and thence com- 
priinbhited to every part of theibody ?’ And is not this 
the true vital flame, the original fource of life and 
motion? pate 
, [To be continued. } 


[6 DB > — 


An (go of the late Mr. Cuarres Greenwoon, of. 
oe ® — Londin, who died Feb. 20, 1783. _ ca 


[Concluded from page 233-} 


E continued in this bleffed frame. (interrupted 

‘only by intervals of fleep, from which he gene- 
rally awoke with, “ Praife! praife the Lord !”’) till two 
o’clock on Wednefday morning, when taking a little 
wine, he had fuch diificulty in {wallowing it, that thofe 
about him concluded he could not continue many hours. 
Upon this the family was called up, whom he reeeived 
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with moft affectionate looks; but yet as one who had 


done with all below: which he had frequently, in his 
jaft illnefs, declared he had. On ftriving again to take 
a little wine, he faid, “1 have loft all relith for earthly 
meats and drinks, and can tafte only the wine of the 
ingdom.” Some friends coming to fee him in the 
orenoon, he witneffed a confeflion to each of 
them, though he fpoke with great caution: «and more 
than once faid, “1 hope no advantage will be taken of 
my weaknefs, if I fhould not exprefs myfelf quite right: 
but God knows my heart.” — 
In the afternoon he took leave of his children in 
a moft folema and affectionate manner. To his eldeft 
fon he faid, ** The Lord blefs you, my dear! and may 
he guide and dire&t you in all things. Watch and 
pray!’ And on feeing him much affected, he faid, 
“‘Q do not! I cannot bear that now. Beware of thic 
world. It is a deceitful world.” To his youngeft fon 
he faid, ** God Egy? gene: and make him like the 
good Jofiah of old. ive your heart to God! your 
whole heart; your ie lite : in fhort, Give all for 
All; and you fhall have all.” He then {poke to his 
youngeft niece, and advifed her to give herfelf to God. 
He then kiffed them all, and on their withdrawing, 
efideavoured to compofe himfelf to fleep, faying, “ He 
giveth his beloved fleep.” In’ the evening, when a 
friend came in, he faid, “<I gave myfelf amd every 
thing up to the Lord, when you were here laffjfand it 
has been all tranquillity fince. I have no fear; no doubt 
of any kind.” He then prayed moft fervently that we 
might all be fo united here, as to unite for ever in 
praifing God, and in loving him and each other. ** And 
we fhall, faid he, we fhall meet again, and live for e- 
ver.” His eldeft niece now pafling by the bed, he 
faid, to her and us, ‘‘ My Polly! my filter! my love!” 
On Polly’s going to him, he kiffed her, and prayed 
moft affectionately for her. He then faid again, ** My 
filter.” On my going to him, he bore a dying tefti- 
mony to our friendfhip, that it had been im Jefus, and 
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for Jeius, and that we fhould both live with Jefus for 


ever. He then called his wife, and»took leave’ of her 
in'a moft affectionate manner: and} witneffed to the pi- 
ety and faithfulnefs of their union, and that it wauld 
laft to all eternity. | | 

On feeing his diffolution drawing near, he faid, “ My 
flefh and my heart are failings but God is the {trength 
of. my heart, and my portionyfor ever! for ever! Q 
Jefus! fweet, lovely Jefus ! i in 


comes! and righteoufnefs divine, 


And Chrift, and all with Chrift is mine.” 


On one telling him that now he proved the truth of 
the promifes, “* O yes,” faid he; ‘* the covenant of 
his peace fhall not be removed. I am all peace; all 
tranquillity |! I fear no evil. The Lord is my fhepherd 
—I have no fear! I feel no pain! my pain is gone!” 
(though he was convulfed for twelve hours before his 


- death.) On one faying, Jefus is all: * O yes, faid he: 


Jefus is all! Praife him! praife him! O I fee beyond 
defcription!”” He then cried out, 


* For me my elder brethren ftay, 
’ And angels beckon me away, 


And Jefus bids me come !’” 


He afked a friend if he had any thing very 
dr to pals through in the article of death? ‘* Not, 
faid he, that I fear any thing ; but I fhould be glad to 
know.’” On her faying, Jelus is with you, and. will 
be with you, he replied, “ Yes, Jefus is with me, and 
will be with me!’’ and then cried out, “ Come, Lord 
Jefus! come quickly! The Spirit and the Bride fay, 
Come!” The room being full of friends; one of 
them faid, You can blefs the Lord who has brought 
you to this moment, to witnefs, this good confefiion ! 
* (} ves, faid he, and the Spirit witnefleth in my heart 

things not lawful to utter: even fuch as eye hath not 





:feen” Again repeating, “ Come Lord Jefus! come 
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quickly !’ Then nature being exhaufted, with the 
word ‘ Praife” on his faultering tongue, he funk. down, 
and fell afleep in Jefus. © | s honhy 


O what a foul-tranfporting fight 
Mine eyes to-day have feen ! 

A fpeAtable of ftrange delight, 

To angelpand to men. 

See there, ifbelieving tace, 
The m from above ; 

Behold :n that pale, fmiling face, 
The pow’r of him we love. 


The glory, while he lays it down, 
Shines through the finking clay, 

And lo! without a parting groan, 
The Chriftian wings his way. 


Without a groan the @hrittian dies, 
But not without a word ; 

On me, on me, he loudly cries, 
To follow to the.Lord. 


He calls me by my worthlefs name, 
My foul he beckons home ; 

And lo! in Jefu’s hands Iam, 
And lo! I quickly come. 


j.. Tf. 


ED Be 


fn Account of a wild Map, given by M. L@Roy. 


N 1774, a wild man was difccvered by the thepherds 
in the neighbourhood of Yuary. This man, who in- 
habited the rocks near a foreft, was very tall, covered 
with hair, like a bear, very nimble and of a gay hu- 
mour. He neither did, nor feemed to intend harm to 
any body. He often vifited the cottages, without ever 
attempting to carry off any thing. fie had no know- 
ledge of bread, milk, or cheefe. His greateft amufe- 
ment was to fee the fheep running, and to fcatter them : 
and he teftified his pleaiure at this fight by louds fits of 
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jaughter; but never attempted to hurt them. ‘Wher 
the fhepherds (as was frequently the cafe) let loofe 
their dogs after him, he fled with the fwiftnefs of an 
arrow, and never allowed the dogs to come too near 
A him. One morning he came to the cottage of fome 
I workmen, and one of them endeavouring to catch him 
by the leg, he laughed heartily, then made his 
efcape. He feemed to be about y years of age. 
As the foreft is very extenfive, and has.a communica- 
tion with a vaft wood that belongs to the Spanith terri- 
tories, @t is natural to fuppofe that this folitary, but 
cheerful creature had been Joft in his infancy, and had 
fubfifted on herbs. 


—_—— ee ——_— 
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OHN TAYLOR, of Bewdley, in Worcefterfhire, a 
J young man, about three and twenty years old, liv- 
ed utterly without God in the world, till on Tuefday, 
Jan. 28, 1783, he was drinking at one Thomas Pount- 

s houfe, to fuch excefs, that he was much diforder- 

The landlord obferving this, refufed to draw him ¢ 
any mre ale. He then, after many oaths and impre- * 
cationw@upon himfelf, rofe up to go away. But as he 
was going out of the door, he dropped down. Thomas 
-Pountney being near, caught him ; he was ftiff asa dead 
man, his eyes fet wide open, and his teeth quite clof- 
-ed. They laid him upon a bed. He foon began to 
erind his teeth, while his face was diftortedy.and he 
“was convulfed all over: and that fo violently, that i! 
was.as mu¢h as four perfons could do to hold him. 
Twice indeed, for a little fpace, he fhewed a compofed 
-and quiet countenance. But after a fhort time, the vi- 
olent convulfions, and all other fymptoms returned. 
“bes he continued, from nine o’¢lock on Tucfday 
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night, till feven on Thurfday evenitig. -He then came’ 
to himfelf, but ae unable to fpeak, made figns for 
a pen and ink, and havimg wrote, “ Take me home to 

diey” prefently faintéf away: . He was removed home; 

but could not compofe himifelf to fleep tor a fortnight, 

which together with the terror that ftill remained up- 

on his mind, redueed his body to the moft deplorable: 
{tate of weaknefg that can be imagined. . 

Mr. Hanby €who took the account ftom his mouth, 

on February the 25th) afked him, Whether he remem- 

bered being at Thomas Pountney’s? He faid, * I perfett« 

ly remember every circuinftande, till the moment that 

{ fell down, as 1 was going out of the door.” But 

what became of you then faid Mr. Hanby? * As foon 

as I dropped down, faid hé, I fell into a dreadful, deep 
pit, and when | came to the bottom, I was feized by 

many devils, who rejoiced over me, and dragged me 

away: I ftruggled with them in the greateft agonies, 

while they were pufhing and hauling me, to get 

me into the fire.” 1 afked him; What fire he meant? 

He faid, ** The fire is awaft mountain; I could fee no 

end of it. 1 féemed to be thirty or forty yards from it, 

The devils {trove to drag me to it, but they could not 

move me from the place that they dragged me to at 

firft.”” Did you fee any perfons in the fire, or hear any 


“remarkable noife? “ I faw no perfons ; but 1 heard cee 


moft-dreadful {creams and lamentations.”” How did the 
place upon which you ftood appear? “ As blatk as: 
pitch, with a darknefs peculiar to itfelf, fo that I could 
fee nothing but the devils that furrounded me, and the 
world of fire before me.” But did you feel any pain? 
At this queftion he fell a trembling, turned pale, and 
feemed to be {truck with an univerfal horror. When 
he could fpeak he faid, ** O yes! I felt fuch miferyy 
pain and anguifh, that ‘had Dbeen in poffeflion of. the: 
whole world, { would have given it for aismoment’s eafe.”* 
How long do you fuppofe you remained there ?»** On 


a long time; till an angel came, at whofea ance» 
‘the devils fled; and } found my‘fclf perfedly Br 
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wonderfully happy.”” The angel faid, *« Your wicked. 
nefs has brought you to this place.”” I followed him a 
little way: but he then left me, and the devils came 
again with dreadful yells, and dragged me back to the 
place I was at before. They ftrove again to pufh me in- 
te the fire. But I ftruggled ; and they were not fuffered to 
prevail. In what forms did the devils appear? ‘* Many 
of them appeared like bears, lions, and other wild 
beafts.”” How long do you fuppofe you were torment- 
ed a fecond time? He anfwered, with the fame emotion 
as bef@re, ‘“* O, a great while! But the angel came 
again, and the moment I faw him, the tormentors fled, 
and | felt no pain at all; till he gave me up to be tor- 
mented a third time, and then my tormentors returned, 
and all my pain and anguifh returned, with the fame 
violence as before.”” How long inal] do you imagine 
you remained in this place of torment? “ It feemed to 
me to be five or fix years.”” How dreadful muft that 
pain be, which though it really lafted not two days, ap- 
peared to endure fo many years. O what mutt thofe pains 
be, when continued to all eternity! 

Did the angel appear any more? ‘“ He did, and to 
my unfpeakable joy, not only the devils fled away, but 
I was permitted to follow him to the very gates of hea- 
ven. Yea, and to look into it.” Did you fee any per- , 
fons there? “ I faw tranfparent perfons, very beautiful 
and glorious, and heard them fing in a manner I can- 
not défcribe. This I heard long before I came to the 
gates. I would fain have gone in, but the angel told 
me, I muft go back and tell my brethren what I had 
Seen.” I faid, “ And muft I leave my good angel.” 
In faying thefe words his fpirit returned. : 

Since that time he is greatly changed, attends all the 
ordinances of God, and has left the company of all his 
wicked acquaintance. | But he feems ftill ignorant of 
the power of .Religion.—This is a myftery indeed! It is 
well: if the lat end of this man be not worfe than the 
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Account of a ftrdnge PHENOMENON. 3 





UCH a phenomenon as that which was lately near 
S Madeley, happened in the year 1596, at Cockbam- 
Hill, in the parifh of Wefram, in Kent. On Dec. 18, 
part of two clofes, lying together (only feparated by a 
ftanding hedge of /hollies, afhes, hazels, willows, and 
elders growing thereon) funk down-right, fix feet and 
a half; in length, twelve perches. n the roth, it 
had funk fixteen feet more, On the 2zoth, it had funk 
at leaft eighty feet more ; and then from that day for- 
ward, a great trench of ground, lying partly in thefe 
two clofes, and partly in fundry others, containing in 
length about eight perches, and in breadth, in fome 
places twenty-eight, and where it was narroweft twelve 
perches, began, with the trees and hedges thereon, to 
loofen itfelf wholly from the reft of the ground lying 
about it, and to move, flide, and fhoot forward, not 
with any fudden fhot, but creeping by little and little ; 
fo flowly that the motion thereof was not difcerned 
by thofe that were ftanding upon it, or working about 
it, but only by the fudden effects that followed; fuch 
as the cracking of the roots of trees, the brufhing of 
boughs, the noife of the hedge-wood breaking, the 
gaping of the ground, the riving of the earth afunder ; 
and the falling of the torn furrows, and huge trenches 
after it, fome four feet deep, fome fix, fome feven, 
and fome more, whereby there were made in it at leaft 
eleven thoufand furrows, riffs, cracks, and clefts in 
divers places. 

This moving of the ground continuing both by night 
and by day, for the {pace off@leven days, fliding # 
flant, fometimes fourteen hati@fils by meafure in one 
hour and a half, wonderfully altered and changed the 






whole face of the land ; for im foine places the hinder 

round coming fafter forward than the former, cauled 
it to fwell up in round hilloeks like unto graves, the © 
green turf remaining whole and unbroken. In other 
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places the hinder ground came fo violently, that it not 
only tore the green turf, but alfo rofe and lifted itfelf 
up, and rolled and tumbled above the other, as it were 
waves and furges, and {o ftaid as ftanding butts. And 
at laft the whole plat of ground was fo troubled, torn, 
and rent, and witha) the green turf fo tattered and 
turned up-fide down, that icarce a perch together of 
all this ground was left whole withthe grafs upon it 
uncracked. : 


rare <2 a2>> a 


An Epitaph near Port-Royal, in Jamaica. 


ERE lieth the body of Lewis Galdy, Efq. who 

died the 22d of September 1739, aged 80. He 
was born at: Montpellier, in Trance, which place he left 
for his religion,* and fetfled in this ifland ; where, in 
the great earthquake in 1692, he was fwallowed up, 
and by the great Providen¢e of God, by a fecond 
fhock, was thrown out into thé fea, where he continu- 
ed fwimming, till he was taken up by a boat, and mi- 
raculoufly preferved. He afterwards lived in great re- 
‘putation, and was univerfally lamented when he died. 


> > — 


DIVINE RETRIBUTION. 


in Lincolnfbire, about the year 1729, being at 
eakfaft in his houfe, flarted up, and cried, “1 mutt 
f° into the barn!” Qne afked him, * For what?” 
“He faid, I cannot tell :”? and ran away with his knife | 
in his hand. ‘The firft thing he faw, when he camg¢ 


. He was a Protefant. 


m A Young farmer, who lived at Belton near Epworti. 
r 
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into it, was his: father, who had juft hanged himfelf on 
one of the beams. He immediately cut him down ; 
took him in his arms; brought him into the houfe, 
and laid him on a bed. It was not long before he came 
to himfelf. He then looked upon his fon, and faid, 
*¢ Now God has requited me ? Three and twenty years 

ago I cut down my own father, who had hanged ‘him- 
felf on that very beam !” 


> — 


TRUE GENEROSITY. 


R. St. George, of Athlone, in Ireland, a gentle 
man of large eftate, but deeply mortgaged, was 
in Queen Ann’s war, a Lieutenant-colonel, under the 
Duke of Marlborough. As he had fignalized himfelf on 
feveral occafions, it was univerfally expected, when the 
colonel of the regiment was killed, that Mr. St. George 
would fucceed him. But she regiment was given to an- 
other, which fo affrontefl him, that he threw up his 
commiffion. 
’ Hiseather had left one natural fon, who was a -cap- 
tain in the fame regiment. But the colonel would have 
no intercourfe with him, and would never own him, 
but forbade him his houfe. A day or two after he had 
thrown up his commiflion, a fervant came in and 
told him, ‘* Sir, Captain St. George is without, and 
begs to {peak with you.” ‘ Tell the fellow, faid the 
colonel, I will not fee him :” but while he fpoke, in 
came the captain. ** So, fir, faid the colonel, what do 
you want with me?’ He replied, * Sir, 1 hear youdhave 
been very ill ufed?”’ “* Well, fir, and what is that to 
you?” He anfwered, ‘Sir, you have a large family, 
and your eftate is encumbered. I beg you would ac- 


cept of my commiflion, which I haye’ brought you. ae 


** And what then will you do yourfelf ?” “ Carry a 
brown mufket as I did before.”’ The colonel catched 
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Aim in his arms, and cried out, “‘ Thou art a S¢. George : 
thou art my brother!” And from that time there was 
no more ftrangenefs, but the moft perfect amity be- 
tween them. 


A PROVIDENTIAL EVENT. 
HE forty king’s {cholars at Weftminfter-/chool lodge 


in one room, which is called the dormitory. 
While my eldeft brother was at fchool, the head boy 
cried out vehemently one morning, ‘ Lads! Lads! 
You overfleep yourifelves! You lie too late. It is time 
to be at fchool.”” They all ftarted up, dreffed as quick 
as they could, and ran down with him. When they 
came into the cloifters, one who was a little before the 
reft, faw fomething white, and cried out, “ What have 
we got here?) They went up to it, and found a man 
ftark-naked, and fo benumbed that he could not fpeak. 
Juft then the clock ftruck tWo, They took him. up, 
carried him into the dormitory, and put him into a 
‘warm bed. After fome reft, he recovered his fenfes 
and fpeech : and being afked, How he came into that 
condition? he told them, As he was coming over 
Chelfea-Fields, he was robbed by two footpads, who 
then ftripped him ftark-naked, tied him neck and heels, 
and threw him into a ditch. There he muft have pe- 
rifhed, but that fome young women coming to market 
very early in the morning, heard him groan, and go- 
ing to the ditch, untied him and then ran away. He 
made toward the town as well as he could, till being 
unable to walk any farther, he crept into the cloifters 
upon his hands and feet, where he lay till the king’s 
fcholars came. Probably in an hour or two he would 
have expired. After he had flept fome hours, they 
gave him fomething warm to drink : then one gave him 
a fhirt, another a coat or waiftcoat, others what they 
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could fpare, till they had clothed him from head to 
foot. They then collected for him among themfelves 
about forty fhillings, and withed him well home. 
See the wifdom of God, making the fport of a boy 
the means of faving a poor man’s life! 
J. W. 





EE >> 





A fhort Account of the Death of Ex:zaserw Manrsu, 
and two others. 


Sept. 6, 1744. 
Committed to the duft the remains.of Elizabeth 
Marj/b, a young woman who had received a fenfe of 
the pardoning love of God about four years before her 
death, and"had never left her firft love. She had fcarce 
known health or eafe from that hour. But fhe never 
murmured nor repined at any thing. I faw her many 
tinia#’ after fhe was confined to her bed ; and found her 
always quiet and calm, always cheerful, praifing God 
in the fires; though longing to depart and to be with 
Chrift. I could not learn that her mind was ever cloud- 
ed, no, not a moment from the beginning of her ill- 
nefs. But afew days before fhe died, fhe told me, “I 
am concerned: I {poke a hafty word.to-day. One told 
m., You fhall recover within ‘ten days. And I faid, 
‘**] do not want to recover.”” A little before her f 
failed, fhe beckoned one to her, and faid, “« Go, and 
tell Molly Brown from me, the muft come back to Mn 
Wefley. I have not breath to fpeak to her myfelf; but 
do you tell her, the mu? come back.” She had loft her 
voice when I prayed with her the laft time, and com. 
mended her foul to God. But 


“‘ Her eye dropt fenfe, diftin& and clear, 
As any mufe’s tongue could fpeak.” 


A little after, the recovered her fpeech, and faid, * To 
me, to die is gain. I walk through the valley of the fha- 
dow of death, and fear no evil.” 
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I could only fpeak a few words at her grave. But 
when I| returned to the Foundery, God made his word 
as a flame of fire. I fpoke from that paflage in the 
Revelations, And one of the elders faid unto me, What 
are a who are arrayed in white robes; and whence 
came they? And I faid, Sir, thou knoweft. And he faid 
unto me, Thefe are they wvhich came out of great tribula- 
tion, and they have wafhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. 

A young man, fervant to Mrs. Clark, of Newington, 
went home deeply affected. The next day he was tak- 
en ill, and every day grew worfe ; fo that when I came 
to the houfe on Monday the roth (though I knew no- 
thing of him, or of his illnefs before) he was juft gafp- 
ing for breath. It was a melancholy fight. Both his 
words and his eyes ** witnefled huge afflictioi and dif. 
may.” Death ftared him in the face. And he knew 
not God. He could but juft fay, ** For God’s fake 
pray for me.” * 

‘Hy Nelfon coming in, we afked life for our brother, 
in full confidence of the promife. All this day as his 
iHnefs, fo his terrors increafed. But the next day God 
gave him life from the dead. He told me, “* Now | 
am ‘not afraid to die: for | know that God loves me. 
I did not ule to love you or your people: but now I 
love you as my own foul. I love you all: I know you 
are the people of God; and I am juft going to him.” 
He continued praifing God as long as he could {peak, 
and when he could not, his eyes were fixed upwards. 
Between one and two on Wednefday morning he cried 
out, * I have loft my God! Where is he? I cannot 
fee him.”’ But he foon recovered himfelf and faid, 
*NowI have found him: and I fhall lofe him no 
more.” About feven I prayed with him, and praifed 
God on his behalf; and not long after, he fell afleep. 

Friday 14. I performed the laft office (according to 
his défire) cover his body, which was interred in the~. 
préfence of a vaft multitude of people, at a fmall dile 
tance from that of Elizabeth Marfo. 
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Sunday 16. 1 buried near the fame place, one who 
had foon finifhed her coutfe, going to God in the full 
affurance of faith; when the was little more than four 
veats old. Inher Jaft ficknefs (having been deeply fe- 
rious in her behaviour for feveral months before) fhe 
fpent all the intervals of her convulfions, in fpeakin 
nf, or to, God. And when fhe perceived ‘her ftrengt 
to be near exhautted, the defired all the family to come 
near, and prayed for them all, one by one; then for 
her minifters, for the church, and for all the world, 
A hort time after, recovering from a fit, the lifted up 
her eves, and fuid, «* Thy kingdom come,” and died, 


J. W. 
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Letters. 


LET T.E R -&XL 
{Trom.ivir. J. ¥. to the Rev. John Wefley.J 


Purfleet, Aug. 20, 176% 
Rev. Sir, 


"EIHE recollefion of God’s goodnefs to me, in 
i bringing me to the knowledge and love of him- 
felf, through the remiffion of ‘my fins, excites my ¢on- 
tinued thankfulnefs ; but more efpecially in that he has 
viven me to hear and receive the whole truth. 
Seon after 1 wasijuftificd, the war between grace and 
nature became fo Violent, that I faw, if there was no 
farther deliverance, I muft grow faint in my mind. 


All within me cried aloud for what you taught to be at- 


tainable. I fought itwwith {trong cries gnd tears. In the 
mean while, i received, now and then, draughts of the 


brook by the way: but they did not remove the pain, but, 


itrengthened me ftill to undergo it’ It was not long 
Nn 
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before I found Him whom my foul loved. On Friday, 
Aug. 29, 1766, the Holy Ghoft feparated fin from 
my heart. In an extafy I cried out, ** Lord, thou haft 
given me my defire over mine enemies: I truft I hall 
fee them no more for ever.” I then fell upon my face 
and cried, **O Jefus! all this is the purchafe of thy 
death. I glory in thee. O my beloved, how wonderful 
has been thy love to me!” 

But in a few days I began to reafon, and in much 
diftrefs cried unto the Lord. He anfwered me, ‘“* Lo 
this hath touched thy lips, and thine iniquity is tak- 
en away, and thy fins are purged.”” I was happy; 
but foon again began to doubt. The Lord remark- 
ably anfwered me, “ If thou wilt not believe, thou fhalt 
not be eftablifhed.” I {tood reproved. But foon doubt- 
ed again for a fhort feafon. After this, till about the 2oth 
of November I could fay, “ Truly the blood of Jefus 
cleanfes from all fin.”” When I was taken ill, and ex- 
pected to die, my joy was unfpeakable. I faw the blefi- 
ed Jefus ready to receive me, and cried out, the love 
of God will kill me: the veffel muft break ; it is too 
much; I cannot contain myfelf. A fhort time after, 
whilft I was in prayer, the Lord faid, ‘* Gad, a troop, 
fhall overcome him; but he fhall overcome at the lait.” 
"Fhat very day it began to be fulfilled, I entered into 
temptation. None but the Almighty knows what I went 
through for near fix months. Indeed it was a troop 
that attacked me. I felt temptations to the fins of my 
natural ftate. O how did the hellifh hounds gnaw me! 
Horrid vifions on my bed; and a kind of defpair all 
the day long. Yet in all my mifery, I faw God was 
love, and that I loved him. Let it-fuffice that I fay, | 
would fcarce for the kingdom of heaven, undergo the 
fame again; yet if it is the Lord’s will, I am content. 

. Whenever I opened the fcripture it fhook me to 
pieces ; till I hardly durft read it or any other book; 
and though I continued vifiting the fick, making op- 
portunities to fpeak to fouls ; {paring none that I met 
or overtook on the road; yet I was tormented with, 
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** Caft the unprofitable fervant into auter darknefs.” I 
was alfo tormented with the fear of lofing my fenfes, 
and wrote to a friend to know whether there had been 
ever fuch an inftance. 

On the 4th of May I was feized with a fever. My 
temptations ceafed ; and as my fever increafed, fo did 
my comforts. On the 16th and 17th, I expeéted to 
dic, and had great aflurances of falvation: yet I had 
continual affaults of the enemy. The next morning, 
whilft I was in meditation, this text was applied, “1 
will keep him in perfect peace, whofe mind is ftayed 
upon me.’’ On this, I was filled with peace. No fears 
now troubled me. My fever was extreme, but I had a 
glorious view of paradife. Never did I imagine it 
poflible for a foul to be fo divefted of fear, at the 
feeming approach of death. What I afked, I was fully 
fatisfied the Lord granted: indeed, he gave me to 
overcome at the laft. And I believe I hall finally 
overcome and finifh my courfe with joy. I find the 
ways of God to be ways of pleafantnels. I go upon 
my knees, believing what I afk ; and find my eyes wa- 
ter when I fay, O God, thou art my God! O God, 
thou art love! My God and my all! I fpeak to him 
in great fimplicity. 1 am confcious J walk upon holy 
ground. I am overpowered with fhame when in pray- 
er. 1 feel more and more the need I have of Chrilt, 
and live in momentary dependence on him. I fee that 
if Chrift leaves me but one moment, I fhall be a devil. 
Without him I can do nothing ; and after I have done 
all, 1 am an unprofitable fervant. 


I am, dear Sir, 


Your affectionate and obliged Servant, 





LEPTERS. 
LETTER XXIt. 
{From Mrs. J. H. to the Rev. John Welfley.] 


Beverly, Jan. 27, 1769. 
Rey. Sir, 


N the midft of all my trials, my heart is filled with 
joy. Ihave my converfation in heaven. 1} feel a 
deeper communion with God than ever, and a clearer 
fight of the Invifible. Yet I pant after more. I want 
more humility, more refignation, and more faith and 
patience, that my heart may be more and more filled 
with love. Sometimes I am fo carried out with love to 
God, and my fellow-mortals, that Tam almoft out of 
myfelf. I can fee nothing here worth my ftaying for; 
but I defire patiently to wait till my change fhall come: 
till then, may I continually grow in grace, that I may 
be a veffel unto honour. I hope you will till bear an un- 
worthy worm on your mind, For I believe the prayers 
of the faithful will avail much, for your Friend and 


Servant, ; 
+ ORE J. H. 


LET. TER XXUDI 


[From Me. J. V. tothe Rev. J. Welles. ] 


Purfleet, Feb. 25, 1769. 
Rey. Sir, 


RS. S. having for fome months wreftled againtft 
}' the world, the flefh, and the devil, laft ‘Thurl- 
day fe’nnight was reduced to the utmoft extremity. 
The enemy told her he would deftroy her before night ; 
but he was found a liar. Sle went in diftrefs to fifter 
Q) , and told her her cafe. They befought the 
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Lord, who was intreated of them, and fhe rofe up 
much eafed. On Mrs. O ’s prefling her to venture 
her foul upon Chrift, the replied, “ I wié// venture up- 
on him, and I believe he will not deceive me.”? That 
inftant the Lord breke in upon her foul, and made 
himfelf known to her as her Saviour. They praifed 
God together moft of the day. In the afternoon fhe 
came to tell me the tidings. It being our meeting-night, 
the Lord made the word fweet to her, and fhe went 
home praifing God. 

As to Mrs. O—— herfelf, the was juftified foon af- 
ter fhe joined the fociety, and never Joft the light of 
God’s countenance. He gracioufly vilited her with 
fuch manifeftations of his prefence, that fhe has been 
conttrained to go out of the room on meeting-nights, 
to give vent to her foul. Her paft life has been quiet, 
harmlefs, and inoffenfive; and fhe has had continual 
defires after God: but never had an opportunity. to 
hear the truth till the came to this place. As to the 
things of God, fhe is well inftructed. Her language 
thews fhe is taught of him. She is fimple, teachable, 
thankful, and loves the means of grace. 

She came to me yefterday and told me, the Lord 
had made her pure in heart. We praifed the Lord to- 
gether. When fhe was gone, | thought, how is it that 
the has been fo bleft, in fo fhort atime? But I re- 
membered it is written, “* Is it not lawful for me to do 
what I will with my own ”’ Yes, Lord, and I rejoice 
in the profperity of thy fervants; and [ rejoice that 
thou hait made me an inftrument of good to them ! 
But I chiefly rejoice, not that the {pirits are fubjett 
unto me; but, rather, that my name is written in hea- 
yen ! 





lL remain, deareft Sir, 


Your unworthy Son in the gefvel, 
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LETTER XXIV. 


[From Mr. Henry Ince, to the Rev. J. Wefley. ] 


Gibraltar, April 3, 1769. 
Rev. Sir, 


T our firft coming to this place, I found a people 
of fuch abominable prattices, as I never before 
had feen. However, I and two or three more took a 
room to meet in, and we were foon joined by fome of 
the royal Scotch: but this continued only a fhort time; 
the reafon was, they would not allow your hymns to be 
fung, neither your works to be read. Upon this I was 
obliged to declare, that while I could get any of your 
writings to make ufe of, I would ufe them ; fince | 
had found them agreeable to the word of God. And 
as God gave me a word to fpeak,1 cared not who 
heard, fo he might be glorified. On this many were 
offended, and feparated from us. Yet, in about two 
months, we were thirty-feven in number, till a little 
perfecution came, then we were reduced to about 
eighteen. But, blefled be God! he is reviving his 
work again. We are now thirty-two, fifteen of whom 
can rejoice in the pardoning love of God, and. moft of 
the others are prefling hard after it. Several officers 
come to hear, and God gives us favour in the fight 
of all men. There is one gentleman of the town who 
has joined us lately, and is a very great help to us. 
As to myfelf, God is ever gracious to me, who am 
lefs than the leaft of his children. I am aftonithed that 
he fhould work by me! O, that I may be found faith- 
ful unto death! and that he may carry on his work in 
this barren place! So prays your unworthy Friend, 


H. INCE. 
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Poetry. 


On the Dearn of MP. B. who died on Sunday, 
April 23, 1782. 


APPY the follower of his Lord, 
Call’d, and indulg’d in him to die, 

To gain a full, immenfe reward, 
Beftow’d by Jefus in the tky! 

He refts from all his labours there, 
Purfu’d by all his works of love ; 

And waits for us the joy to fhare 
Triumphant with our friends above. 


Then let us cheerfully purfue 

Our comrade, to that heav’nly land, 
And keep, like him, .our end in view, 

And love, like him, our Lord’s command : 
Obedient both in word and deed, 

By works his genuine faith he fhow’d ; 
Rejoic’d in Jefu’s fteps to tread, 

And {pent his life in doing good. 


Affliction’s kind, unfailing friend, 
He wifely us’d his growing ftore, 
And priz’d his privilege to lend 
To God, by giving to the poor : 
The Lord his lib’ral fervant blefs’d, + 
Who paid him back the bleflings given ; 
And {till the more his wealth increas’d, 
More treafure he laid up in heav’n. 


Through life inviolably juft, 
He his integrity maintain’d 
Mott ftrictly faithful to his truft, 
An upright man of truth unfeign’d ; 
His rough, but honeft foul abhorr’d 
The polith fmooth, the courtier’s art, 





POLTRY. 


And free from guile in ev’ry word, 
He fpoke the language of his heart. 


Who always liberal things devil’d, 

By liberal things he firmly ftood, 
Sincerely lov’d his friends and priz’d, 

Their burdens bore, and fought their good : 
But chiefly thofe to Jefus dear, 

Who travell’d to that land of reft ; 


As brethren intimately near, 
He cherith’d in his gen’rous bréaft. 





A man of paffiotis like to ours, 
For years he groan’d beheath his lead, 
And wreftled with the adverfe pow’rs, 
And look’d to the atoning blood ! 
The blood which once his pardon bought, 
Did here the contrite finner fave ; 
And all his faults are now forgot, 
Are butied in his Saviour’s grave. 


Sid 


Altsred from a celebrated SONG. 


HE fmiling morn, the breathing fpring, 
_ Tavite the tuneful birds to fing ; 
And while they warble from cach fpray, 
’Tis gratitude infpires the lay ; 
Let us, Elza, timely wiie, 
Like them improre the hour that flies, 
In pious works émploy the day, 
And jom at mght, to praife and pray. 
For foon the winter of the year, 
And age, life’s winter, will appear ; 
At this, thy vivid fenfe will fade, 
As that will ftrip the verdant fhade ; 
Improving ume will then be o’er, 
Youth’s vigour then will aid fo’ more ; 
Seize, feize the momenis as they fly, 
And gain a bleit eternity. : 





